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LEROY GRUMMAN ENGINEER OF WWII’S MOST SUCCESSFUL WARPLANES TO JOIN RANKS OF NATIONAL INVENTORS HALL OF FAME

Innovations of retractable landing gear and folding wings established Grumman as one of the most important military aircraft builders of the century

WASHINGTON, DC (February 11, 2003) ( With the ability to go directly to the core of a problem and visualize its solution, Leroy Grumman and his 25,000 employees produced military warplanes that helped US Naval Forces in WWII destroy two-thirds of all Japanese aircraft.

The National Inventors Hall of Fame announced today that Leroy Grumman would be inducted posthumously into the Hall of Fame in recognition of his development of some of the first warplanes in the U.S. To commemorate the centennial of the Wright Brothers' first powered flight, the 31st annual induction of the National Inventors Hall of Fame is recognizing pioneers in the aviation and aerospace industries. Northrop's induction will take place at the annual ceremony in May.

The humble beginnings of Grumman Corporation’s six-man operation in a small garage in Baldwin, NY gave birth to one of the most important military aircraft builders of the century.

After serving as a mechanic, flight instructor, test pilot and engineer in the Navy, Grumman left the service as a Lieutenant Junior Grade in 1920. Upon his departure from the Navy, Grumman joined Loening Aeronautical Engineering Corporation as a test pilot and aeronautical engineer, rising to become general manager. In 1929, Grumman set out with two Loening employees and three others to establish the Grumman Aircraft Engineering Corporation.  

In 1930, Grumman produced its first product, a float with retractable landing gear for Navy amphibious aircraft. The company then set out to design new fighter and scout planes for the Navy and won a contract to build a carrier-based fighter with fully retractable landing gear. It was also the first naval fighter to exceed 200 mph in level flight. The JF-1 followed shortly after as an amphibious scout version of the FF-1. Both planes became key naval aircraft during the 1930’s. 

During the mid 30’s Grumman turned its attention to non-military applications with the design of the G-21 and G-22 amphibians. The G-21 served as an effective water taxi service to a small group of New York businessmen seeking an efficient commute between their Wall Street offices and remote Long Island estates.

In the late 1930’s, however, Grumman once again returned to military applications with the design of the F4F Wildcat. A single-seat, single-engine carrier-based strike fighter, the Wildcat eventually incorporated a unique folding wing that doubled the storage capacity on aircraft carriers. The Wildcat also featured six machine guns, self-sealing fuel tanks and armor. Grumman also produced a single-engine torpedo bomber, the Avenger. Twice the weight of the Wildcat, the Avenger was effective in attacking surface vessels and bombing enemy submarines.

Grumman went on to produce one of the most successful warplanes of WWII: the F6F Hellcat. It was designed to take advantage of more powerful engines and to meet higher performance requirements. Flying 60 miles per hour faster than the Wildcat, 300 miles farther without refueling and carrying more armament, the Hellcat quickly gained a reputation for outstanding performance and craftsmanship, with pilots of the Hellcat earning 5,156 of the 6,477 aerial victories claimed during the war. Grumman produced more than 12,000 planes between June 1942 and November 1945, the largest number of fighters ever made in a single aircraft factory.

Grumman has been the recipient of many awards and distinctions for his contributions to the aviation industry, including the Presidential Medal of Merit in 1945, the Daniel Guggenheim Medal in 1948, and the Frank M. Hawks Memorial Award in 1958. He was the first recipient of the Hunsaker Medal from the National Academy of Science and is an inductee of both the National Aviation Hall of Fame and the International Aerospace Hall of Fame.

Born in 1895 in Huntington, New York to George Grumman and Grace Conklin, Grumman graduated second in his class from Huntington High School in 1911. Already interested in aviation, he addressed the fledgling industry in his salutatorian address at commencement. In 1916, he graduated from Cornell University with a Bachelor of Science in Mechanical Engineering, and a year after graduation he enlisted in the Navy where he attended classes at Columbia University and the Massachusetts Institute of Technology.  In 1921, Grumman married Rose Marion Werther, and they had four children. He died in 1982 in Manhassett, New York. 

The not-for-profit National Inventors Hall of Fame® is the premier organization in America dedicated to honoring and fostering creativity and invention.  Each year a new class of inventors is inducted into the Hall of Fame in recognition of their patented inventions that make human, social and economic progress possible.  Founded in 1973 by the U.S. Patent & Trademark Office and the National Council of Intellectual Property Law Associations, the Hall's permanent home is Akron, Ohio, and serves as both a museum and an educational programming resource.  For information on the National Inventors Hall of Fame, you can visit the organization’s web site at www.invent.org.  
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