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Fact Sheet

OVERVIEW:
The National Inventors Hall of Fame, Inc. is a not-for-profit organization dedicated to recognizing and honoring invention and creativity.  The Hall of Fame honors the men and women responsible for the great technological advances that make human, social and economic progress possible.  The organization seeks to give these outstanding individuals the recognition they so rightly deserve as well as inspire future generations of innovators through the light of their examples.
HISTORY:
Founded in 1973 by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office and the National Council of Intellectual Property Law Associations, the Hall is headquartered in Alexandria, Virginia, where its museum is featured on the campus of the United States Patent and Trademark Office.  From 1995-2009, the Hall was based in Akron, Ohio.  The physical structure which once housed the Hall of Fame in Akron is now the National Inventors Hall of Fame School…Center for Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics Learning, a STEM-focused public middle school where students explore their innovative talent and are mentored and inspired by Inductees of the NIHF.  The school admitted its first class in 2009 and will move into the renovated building in the fall of 2010.
INDUCTEES:
During the annual Induction ceremony, a new class of inventors is recognized.  The 2010 Induction ceremony brings the current number of inventors honored to 421.  Nominations for Inductees to the NIHF must meet two threshold criteria.  The inventor must hold a U.S. patent, and the invention must have contributed to the welfare of mankind and have promoted the progress of science and the useful arts.  A National Selection Committee consisting of representatives from various scientific, industry and professional groups along with a Blue Ribbon Panel of experts select the inductees.

INVENT NOW®:
The National Inventors Hall of Fame, Inc., is a subsidiary of Invent Now, Inc. which facilitates educational programming, new product development, inventor and entrepreneur outreach, and new and creative ways to spread the inventive spirit.  Many of the keystone programs of Invent Now, Inc. such as the Camp Invention summer enrichment program and the Collegiate Inventors Competition were directly influenced by the Inductees of the Hall of Fame.   
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